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Written from VexSAriLLE 8, Septemb. 6. 1688, 


LE LL 1 K £ 


DU 


'R © Y, &c. 


Mon Cousin, 


Uoyque j'aye totijours criz que les preventions 
du Pape contre ma Couronne etoient plurot 
les effers des ſuggeſtions de mes Ennemis, que 
de ſon inclination & de ſon penchant naturel 

pour la Maiſon d'Auſtriche ; neanmoins il vient de me 

donner des preuves {1 Evidentes de ſa partialite pour elle, 

& de ſon grand cloignement a retablir avec moy une 

bonne intelligence, quil ne me reſte plus aucune' elpe- 

rance de le porter -a reprendre Jes ſentimens de Pere 
commun, & a concourir avec moy a ce qui peut & doit 
aftermir le repos de I'Europe. Il y a meme bien de lap- 
parence, que la conduite que Sa Saintets tient a preſent, 
produira bien-roſt une guerre generale dans toute la Chre- 
tiente, Er comme la prudence ne me permet plus dar- 
teadre de juſtice de luy dans tous les differends qui-peu- 
veat avoir rapport a mes interelts, je ſuis bien aiſe, pour 

n avoir 


[71 


THE 


French Kings 
L E 6 & 'T E *R> QC. 


My CousirN, 
JT &* I always believd that the Prejudices of 


the Pope againſt my Crown, were rather the 

Effects of the Suggeſtions of my Enemies, than 

of his own Inclination, and of his natural Love to the 
Houle of AuiFria; nevertheleſs he has at length given 
me ſuch evident Proofs of his Partiality for Ir, and of 
his ſtrong averſion to reeſtabliſh a good correſpondence 
with me, that there now remains no longer to me any 
hopes of inclining him to reſume the ſentiments of a 
common Father, and to concur with me in doing whar 
he can and ought, for the eſtabliſhing of the Peace of 
Europe. So that-it appears plainly that the Condudt his 
Holineſs at preſent makes uſe of, will ſoon produce an 
univerſal War rhrough all Chriſtendom. And as Pru- 
dence permits me not any longer to wait for Juſtice from 
him amidſt all the Differences which may have an influ- 
ence upon my Iatereſts, I am content (that nothing 
may 
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may be left to reproach me) that you ſhall once more 
repreſent to him the juſt Reaſons he has given me of con- 
ſidering him no longer otherwiſe than as a Prince enga- 
goed with my*Enemies; and foraſmuch as my Embaſſador 
cannot have any acceſs to his preſence, and whereas the 
Dignity of Cardinal obliges you to Rules, which conſiſt 
not with the force of thoſe Truths of which 'tis neceſſary 
he ſhould be informed, you ſhall offer ro him the read- 
ing of this Difpatch, and you fhall leave with him the 
Original, which is to put him in- mind, Thar ſince his 
Promotion to S. Peter's Chair, I have omitted nothing 
that could poſſibly perſuade him of my filial reſpet for 
him, and of the ſincere deſire T have to contributeto the 
Glory of his Pontificate by all thoſe Meafures which a 
right underſtanding berween us can eſtabliſh for the pro- 
pagation of our Religion. 

That all thoſe Orders with whith your deceaſed Bro- 
ther the Duke d' Efrees was charged, did only aim at 
that ſingle end ſo beneficial to the univerſal good of Chri- 
{t:ndom. 

Thar the ſame has been the fole Subjeft of your Em- 
baflage, and of your ſtay at his Holinefſes Court. 

. That it was to this end that I permitted you to conſent 

to ſuch temperaments upon the Regale, which was in- 
finitely more advantageous to the Churches of niy Realm, 
than the ill-grounded Pretences of ſome Biſhops could 
be, though I ſhould have complyed with them. 

That how great ſoever the Satisfattion may be which 
has been given me bythe reſpectful Infinuations and Re- 
monſtrances you have made to his Holinefs, and by all 
Prudence of your Condutt and your Negotiations ; nc- 
vertheleſs the Prejudices of the Pope againſt my Crown 
have always rendred ſucceſstels all the torce of your Argu- 
ments. 


That 
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n/avoir rien a me reprocher, que vous luy faſfiez con- 
noitre encore une fois les juſtes fujers qu'il me donne de - 
ne le plus conſiderer, que comme un Prince engage avec 

mes Ennemis : & ne. mon Ambaſladeur ne peur 
avoir aucun acces aupres de luy , & = la_dignite dc 
Cardinal vous oblige a garder des melures qui ne con- 
viennent pas avec la force des verites, dont il elt ne 
ceſſaire qu'il ſoit informe, vous luy ferez la lecture de 
cette depeche, & vous luy en laiflerez meme Toriginal, 
qui le doit faire ſouvenir , que depuis ſon Elevation a 
la Chaire de Saint Pierre, je n'ay rien. obmis de tout ce 

qui le _ perſuader de mon reſpect filial pour luy, 

& du defir ſincere que javois de contribuer a la gloire 
de fon Pontificar, par toutes les meſures quune parfaire 
intelligence entre Nous pouvoit &tablir pour Vaugmenta- 
tion Þ noltre Religion. 

Que tous les ordres dont j'ay charge le feu Duc 
d'Eſtrees voſtre frere, ne tendoient uniquement qu' a 
une fin {1 ſalutaire au bien general de la Chretiente. 

Quelle a fair auſſi le ſeul ſujet de voſtre envoy & de 
voſtre {ejour aupres de Sa Saintets. 

Que celt dans cette viie que je vous avois permis de 
conſentir a des temperamens ſur la Regale, infiniment 
plus avantageux aux Egliſes de mon Royaume, que ne 
pouvoient eſtre les pretentions mal fondees de quelques 
Eveques, quand meſme jy aurois acquielce, .' 

Que quelque ſatisfaction que m'ayent donns les infinu- 
ations & les remontrances reſpectueuſes que vous avez 
faires a Sa Saintete, & toute la ſageſſe de voſtre conduite 
& de vos negociations, neanmoins les preventions du 
Pape contre ma Couronne ont totjjours rendu inutile toute 
la toxce de vos raiſons. | B Que 


> —— 


Que je ray pas laifls neanmoins , pour reduire cette 
affaire aux termes qui pouvoient = a Sa Sainrers, d'ac- 
corder aux. tres-humbles prieres du Clerg& de mon Roy- 
aume, par ma derniere Declaration du 2 4: Janvier 1682, 
tous les avantages dont je voulois, qu'ils fuffent re- 
devables a Sa Saintets meſme, par le moyen du r&- 
rabliſſement. d'une bonne intelligence entre Elle & 
moy. 

Que javois raiſon de croire que cet Cclaircifſement 
.de mes intentions devoit contenter Sa Saintete, &-la 
diſpoler av moins a avoir pour moy les ſentimens, 

ue Ia qualire de Pere commun Juy devoir inſpirer. 

Que cependant bien loin de trouver en Elſe cette 
afteftion paternelle, qui me devoir faciliter les moyens 
de ramener au giron de I'Eglife tous cenx de mes fu- 
jers qui avoient eu le malheur deſtre clevez & nour- 


.ris dans lerreur, Elle seft opiniatree par une duret6 


inflexible a refuſer les Bulles a ceux que jay nommez 
aux Eveſchez vacans de mon Royaume, & que jay 
reconnus les plus capables de travailter avec cl a 
Vinſtruction & a la converſion des - Heretiques ; Qu'Elle 
a fonds fon refus fur des moyens qui n'ont jamais 
empeche aucun Pape de pourvoir ceux que les Rois 
mes Predeceffeurs, & moi, avons nommts en vertu: 
du Concordat. Mais comme vous lui avez affes fair 
voir, & a ſes Miniftres, tous les in conveniens- de 
ce refus, & que les Ev<eques de mon Royaume, qui 
ont acquis le plus de reputation dans toute la Chre- 
rients , ont ſuivi les memes maxitnes , qui font au- 
jour hui le pretexte d'une pretendiie incapacits dans 


ceux que la Cour. oli yous res, qualific n'&rre- pas d'une 
ſaine 
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That however, in order to reduce this affair to terms 
which might pleaſe his Holineſs, I have not negleRed to 
erant, (at the humble Requeſt of the Clergy of. my 
Realm, by my laſt Declaration of the 24. of January, 
1682.) all choſe advantages which I was willing ſhould 
belong to his ſaid Holineſs, in order to the refectling a 
good Correſpondence between him and me, 


That I had reaſon to believe, that rhis Maniſeſtation 
of my Intentions ought to ſatisfie his Holineſs, and at 
leaſt ro diſpoſe him to entertain ſuch ſentiments for me 
as the Quality of a Commen Father ought to inſpire 
into him. 


That in the mean while, far from finding in him that 
Paternal AﬀeCtion, which ought to have tacilitated the 
Methods of reducing into the Boſom of the Church all 
thoſe my Subjets who had the ill fortune to be bred and 
educated in error, He continues obſtinate with an inflexi- 
ble ſtiffneſs tro deny his Bulls ro thoſe whom TI had no- 
minated to the vacant Biſhopricks ia my —_— and 
whom I knew to be moſt capable to labour ſucceſsfully 
for the Inſtruction and Converſion of the Hereticks : 

That he has grounded his refuſal upon. reaſons which 
never before hindred any Pope from making uſe of ſuch 
as the Kings my Predeceſlors, and my ſelf have nomi- 
nated by vertue of the Concordat. But as you have 


ſufficiently given him and his Miniſters to underſtand, 


all the Inconveniences of this denial, and that the Bi- 
ſhops of wy Realm, who have acquired the greateſt 
Reputation through all Chriſtendom, have followed the 
ſame Maxims, which at this time make the Prerence of 
a pretended Incapacity among thoſe which the Court 
where you are qualifies not to be of found Dodtrine, 

B 2 Ic 
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Itis in vain to urge again all thoſe Arguments that have 
been ſo often made uſe of upon this Subje&, and which 
you have ſo plainly laid open, that they could leave 
no room for thoſe feeble excules and pretended ſcruples 
of Conſcience, of which his Holineſs and his Miniſters 
have always ſerved themſelves, to colour the injuſtice of 
the delay he has pur for many years upon the expe- 
diting of his Bulls tor Prelates of ſignal merir. 


That the Catholicks both antient and new- are ſcanda- 
lized to ſee that whilſt Icmploy all my Care, my Au- 
thority, and my Treaſure, tor the deſtruftion and entire 
extirpation of Hereſie, I am unable not only co procure - 
from his Holineſs ſuch favours as may contribute to the 
accompliſhment of this great Work ; but on the contra- 
ry he makes it a point of Honour to take away from 
my Embaſſador the Franchiſes which his Predeceſſors have 
always peaceably enjoyed, and which were confirmed to 
them by the Treaty of Piſa. 


That inſtead of making uſe to this effe&t of the ſofter 
methods of Negotiation and Accommodation praCtiſed 
in like caſes between Princes who are Friends, and who 
are Willing co obſerve the Rules of Decency, he has be. 
gun with a poſitive refuſal of Audience to the Marqueſs 
Lavardin my Embaſſador, whoſe InſtruQtions aim at no- 
thing but ro the eſtabliſhment of a good underſtanding 
between his Holineſs and my ſelf ; and in an affair merely 
Temporal he has ſerved himſelf of Spiritual Arms to 
declare him notorioufly Excommunicate, againſt the ad- 
vice even of thoſe who are moſt deyoted to his. Senti- 
—_ and who haye the greateſt averſion ro my In- 
tere | 


That 


faine doctrine; il eſt inutile de rebatre toutes les raiſons 

ai one Et {i ſouvent dires ſur ce ſujer, & que vous avez 
t bien; explique, qu'elles ne peuvent laiſſer aucun lieu 
aux foibles excuſes & aux pretendus ſcrupules de con- 
ſcience, dont Sa Saintere, & fes Miniſtres (e ſont tou- 
jours ſervi pour colorer injuſtice du retardement 
qu'Elle apporte depuis pluſicurs anntes a Iexpediri- 
on' de ſes Bulles, pour des Prelats dun merice di- 
ſtingue. 

Que les Catholiques anciens & nouveaux ſont ſcanda- 
liſes de voir, que | wana que jemploye mes loins, mon 
autorite; & mes finances a la deſtruction & a lentiere 
extirpation de I herelie, non ſeulement je ne puis obcenir 
de Sa Saintete les graces qui peuvent contribuer a | after- 
miſlement de ce grand ouvrage , mais qu'au contraire 
Elle ſe fair un point dhonneur doſter a mon” Am- 
baſſadeur les franchiſes, dont ſes predeceſleurs ont toil- 
jours joiii paiſiblement, & qui leur ont eſts confirmees 
par le Traits de Pile. KT. 

Quau lieu de fe fervir pour cet effer des voies de 
douceur,, de n&gociation & d'accommodement prati- 
quees en pareils cas entre Princes amis, & qui veulent 
obſerver les regles de la bienſeance, il a commence par 
le refus de toute audience au Marquis de Lavardin mon 
Ambaſladeur , dont les inſtructions ne tendoient qu' a 
r&tablir un bon concert entre Sa Saintets & moi ; & 
dans une affaire purement temporelle,. il seft ſervi des 
armes ſpirituelles, pour le declarer notoirement excom- 
munie , contre avis, meme de ceux qui font les plus. 
devoiics A les ſentimens, & les plus emportes contre mes 


intereſts, 
Que 


OS te. oe 
EY 


Que tous les ſoins que vous & le Marquis de La- 


-vardin avez pris pour luy faire  connoitre, qu'on pour- 


roit trouver des" temperamens capables de concilter fa 
ſarigfaction avec la mienne, ont &s inutiles : Quil en a 
rejetts toutes les propolitions avec hauteur , faiſanc 
meme entendre par tout, que votre entremile, ni celle 
du Marquis de Lavardin, ne pouvoient jamais lui eſtre 
agreables. 

Que c'eſt ce qui m'a enhn oblige, pour lever tous 
les obſtacles qui pouvoient ]embarafler , de lui depel- 
cher ſecretement un homme de conhance, auquel j'avois 
donns une lettre de ma main <n creance pour Sa Sain- 
rete. 

Qu'il Seſt d'abord addrefle a Cafoni, & enſuite au 


Cardinal Cibo, auquel il a fait voir ma lettre, en ſorte 


que le Pape na = _ que je lavois choift pour 
Informer de mes plus fecreres intentions, fans vous en 
rien communiquer, ni a mon Ambaſladeur. Que cepen- 
dant toutes les diligences quil a pit faire non fervi 
qua lui faire donner une excluſion formelle, avec plus 
d indignite, que S'l etit eſte envoic par le moindre Prince 
de la Chretiente. Que-le deplaifir de Sen revenir ſans 
avoir execure mes ordres I'avoit enfin oblige de fe de- 
couvrir a' vous & au Marquis de Lavardin ; mais 
routes vos remontrances par &crit & de vive VOIX a Sa 
Sainters, ſur le blame qu'Elle $'attireroit danFroute la 
Chretients, du refus 1 injurieux d'une perſonne de con- 
fiance autorilte d'une lettre de ma propre main, avec 
ordre de ne $'expliquer qu'a Sa 'Sainters meme, 

I interpoſition daucun Miniſtre, n/avoieat pil rien obce- 


ſ.15 ] 


That all the enJexvours that you and the Marquels of 
Lavardin have uſed to give him to underſtand, that 
Temperaments might be tound capable of giving fatisfaCti- 
on both to him and me, have been withour effe&t : For 
that he has rejefted thoſe Propoſitions with difdain, at 
the ſame rime letting me know in the whole, that nei- 
ther your Mediation, nor that of the Marqueſs of La» 
vardin can ever be acceptable to him. 


That this is it which at laſt did oblige me, in order 
to remove all the obſtacles which may lie in the way, 
to diſpatch privately a perſon in whom I might confide, 
ro whom I had given a Letter of Credence under my 
own hand for his Holineſs. 


That he is immediately addreſſed to Caſoni , and 
afterward ro Cardinal Ciho, to whom he has ſhew- 
ed my Letter, ſo that the Pope cannot be ignorant that 
T made choice of him to give him information of 
my moſt ſecret Intentions, without communicating any 
thing to you or to my Embaſlador : That all the dili- 
gence he could uſe purſuant hereunto, had no other 
cfic&t than to. procure a formal Exciuſion with more in- 
dignity than, if he had been Commiſſioned from the 
meaneſt Prince in Chriſtendom. That the diſpleaſure 
upon being put oft without having executed my orders 
obliged him do diſcover himſelf ro you and to. the Mar- 
queſs of Lavardin ; but that all your Remonſtrances ei- 
ther by writing to, or by diſcourfe with his Holineſs, 
upon the blame which he drew upon himſelf through 
all Chriſtendom, by fo injurious a denial to a perſon 
of Truſt, authorized by a Letter under my own hand, 
with order not to diſcover himſelf bur to his Holineſs 
without the interpoſition of any Miniſter, have had the 

power 
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power to obtain nothing but a kind of Menace that he 
would ſpecdily come to the higheſt extremities- 


That in the mean while, I have not only notdenicd 
Audience to his Holineſs his Nuncto, ef Snnn he has 
had any thing on his part to repreſent to me, bur alſo 
ro ſhew yet bro my Zeal and my Veneration for the 
Holy Sea, I was ready to give frequent private Audi- 


\ diences in my Cloſet tro Carlo Cavari the Neapolitan 


Prieſt, as ſoon as ever he gave me notice that he had 
a ſecret meſſage from his Holineſs, and that he had 
viven him in charge to make propoſitions of very great 
importance, Which might re-eſtabliſh a perfe& under: 
ſtanding between us, though in effe&t he had no 
other mark of the confidence the Pope put in him, 
but ſome Letters from Dom Livio his Nephew ; and 
though I had ſufficiently given him to underſtand, that 
if he would but ler me ſee one word from his Holineſs 
which would authoriſe him, I would hear him at any 
time when he ſhould defire it. I leave it to the Pope 
to make a compariſon 'of this way of Teatment with 
that "which he has ſhewed ro my Embaſſador; who is 
acknowledged for ſuch by his Miniſters and by his Ho- 
lineſs himſelf, upon the aſſurances which Cardinal Cbo 
was obliged to give him , and which you have con- 
firmed to him. | 


I am well aſſured that there isnot a declared Enemy to 
my Crown, who would retuſe to give Audience to one 
who brings a Letter under my own hand; and I aſfuremy 
ſelf alſo, that rhere never yet was any Pope, nor ever 
will.be one again, who will carry things to an extremity 


ſo little conſiſtent with the character of a common Fa- 


ther. 
Bur 


. &= & 
nir, qu'une eſpece de menace de ſe porter bien-tor a 
de plus grandes extremitss. 

Que cependant, non ſeulement je n'ay jamais refuſe 
dentendre le Nonce de Sa Saintete, lors quil a eu 
quelque choſe a me repreſenter de fa part, mais meme | 
que pour marquer encore davantage mon zele & ma 
veneration pour le ſaint Siege, je voulus bien"donner 
pluſieurs audiences ſecretes dans mon Cabinet, au nom- 
me Carlo Cavari Pretre Napolitain, du moment qu il 
m'eiit fair entendre qu'il avoit une +miſſion ſecrere de 
Sa Saintete, & quElle Vavoit charge de faire des pro- 
poſitions tres importantes, qui pouvolent 'retablir une 
parfaite intelligence entre nous, quoy qu'il n'etit en et- 
tet aucune autre marque de |a conhance du Pape, que 
quelques Lettres de Dom Livio ſon Neven, & que 
je lui cuſle aſſes fair connoiſtre, que $1] me faiſoir voir 
un” mot de Sa Saintere qui Vautoriſar, je I'ecouterois 
routes les fois qu'il le Seuobla Je laifſe au Pape a 
faire la comparaiſon de ce traitement, a celui qu'il a 
fait a mon Envoy, reconnu par ſes Miniftres,- & par 
Sa Saintere meme, fur les aflurances que le, Cardinal 
Cibo lui en a diz donner, & que vous lui avs confir- 
mees. 

Je ſuis bien perſuade, quil n'y. auroit point drenne- 
my declare de ma Couronne, qui refusar decourer cc- 
lui qui lui porteroit une Jettre de ma main, & je m'aſ- 
ſure auſſi quil f a point eu de Pape, & qu'il n'y en 
aura jamais qui ſe porre 2 une extremit6 {1 peu conve- 
nable a la qualice de Pere commun. 


C Mais 


Mais on peut dire, que Sa Saintets a fait paroitre (a 
haine perſonnelle contre ma Couronne, & fa parrialirs 
pour la Maiſon d'Auſtriche, encore plus ouvertement, 
dans gout ce qui $'eſt paſie touchant la Poſtulation du 
Cardinal de Furſtemberg ala Coadjutorerie, & enſuite 
3 TEleRtorat de Cologne. | 


On n'auroit pas pit croire, quun Doien da Chapi- 
tre, qui en a {1 long-temps adminiſtre les plus impor- 
rantes affaires avec:toute la ſagelle & la þonne rhe ai 
qui lui ogr acquis leſtime de tous ſes Confreres , qui 
a elt: ful a la Coadjutorerie du conſentement, rant 
du feu Eiecteur, que de tous les Chanoines, & qui eſt 
de plus honors de la dignite de Cardinal, wait pi ob- 
tenir (a confirmation du meme Pape qui len a reyetu. 


Sa Saintets afltroit par ce moien le repos de toute 
Europe, & ne donnoit aucun- juſte ſujet de plainte a 
ceux qui ſont les plus oppoſes a I'slevation dudit Car- 
dinal; Elle n'auroit pas meme eu beſoin de fe ſervir 
des graces, dont la divine providence I'a rendu le dit- 
penlateur; il ſufhſoir ſeulement de luy accorder la per- 
miſſion de ſe demettre de I'Eveche de Strasbourg , & il 
n'auroit eu beſoin. ni de Bret d' Eligibilits, ni de fa- 
veur, ni de recommandation. Cependant Sa Saintete ne 
Seſt pas contentee de luy refuler cette juſtice, mais on 
peut dire quientrant aveuglement dans rous les intereſts 
de la Maiſon d'Auſtriche, Elle seft deponilike tout. dun 
coup de cette rigidite qui lut avoir. donne julqualors 
un Rad eloignement pour. toutes les graces, 6 El- 
le en a fait une profuſion {1 extraordinaire , en faveur 

d'un 
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But it may ſtill be ſaid, that his Holineſs has made 
appear his perſonal hatred to my Crown, and his Par- 
tiality for the Houſe of Auſtria, yet more manifeſtly, in 
what has paſſed with reſpe& to the Poſtulation of the 
Cardinal of Furſtemberg to the Coadjutorſhip, and after 
that to the Eleftorate of Cologye. 


It can hardly be credited, that a Dean of a Chapter, 
who had ſo long had the Adminiſtration of athe moſt im- 
portant Afﬀairs with ſo great prudence and good con- 
du&t, that he has procured to himlelf the eſteem of all the 
Brethren of the Chapter; who has been poſlulared ts 
the Coadjutorſhip with the conſent, as well of the de- 
ceaſed Eleftor, as of all the Canons, and who is more- 
over honoured with the Dignity of Cardinal , has not 
been able to obtain a Confirmation from that Pope who 
inveſted him with that Charater. 


His Holineſs might by this means ſecure the Peace 
of all Europe, without piving any juſt ſubje& of com- _ 
plaint to thoſe who are moſt carneſt againſt the 
promotion of the faid Cardinal. He would not have any 
occaſion to ſerve himſelf of choſe favours of which the 
Divine Providence has made him the Diſpenfer ; it would 
alone ſuffice to grant him leave to lay down the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Strasbourg, and then he would have no need 
of the Breve of Eligibiliry nor of any favour or recom- 
mendation. In the mean time his Holineſs is not content 
ro deny him this Juſtice, but, as it may be faid, he 
engaging himſelf blindly in all rhe Intereſts of the 
Houle of Auſtria, he has deſpoiled himſelf at once, of 
that rigour, which had hitherto given him ſo great an 
averſion for all particular kindneſſes ; and he has been 
ſo extraordinary profuſe in _ -of a young Prince, 
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of the age but of ſeventeen years, that. it needs only. 
to read the Breve granted to him, to ſhew that it could 
not be dictated but by thoſe who acknowledg no other 
Rule but ſuch as agrees with their Paſſions and their 
Intereſts, and not by a Pope who has always made it 
a ſcruple of Conſcience to grant the leaſt fayour at 
my requeſt, 


But in the mean time it is this Breve which has giver 
force and motion to all the Intrigues, Cabals, Corrupti- 
ons and Wrongs which the Count de Xaurirz has made 
uſe of to gain three or four Voices, and to diſturb that 
Union of the Chapter, which did appear in the Poſtu- 
lation of the ſaid Cardinal to the Coadjutorſhip ; which 
nevertheleſs hindred nor, but that the greateſt and moſt 
conſiderable declared part in favour of the ſaid Cardinal, 
and proclaimed him accordingly. 


In fine, *cis this Condutt of the Pope, and what I have 
written to you,, Which inclines the Afﬀairs of Europe to a 
encral War,” which inſpires the Prince of Orange with: 
the boldneſs todo whatſoever may ſhew a Deſign form'd. 
to $2 and attack the King of Eng/and in his own Realm, 
and to take for pretext of ſo hardy an Enterprize, the 
Defence of the. Proteſtant Religion, or rather .the extir- 
pation of the Catholic, and the entire Overthrow of char 
Monarchy; which gives his Emiſlaries and the Writers of 
Holland the inſolence to treat. the Birth of the Prince of 
Wales as ſuppoſititious,. toexcits the Subjedts of the King 
— £08 


d'un jeune Prince, age ſeulement de dix-ſepe ans, 
qu'il ne faut que lire- le Bref qu'Elle luy a accords, 
pour Voir qu'il ne peut avoir ete dice que par ceux 

ui ne reconnoiſſent aucrthe regle que celle qui con- 
vient 4 leurs paſſions & a leurs intereſts, & non 
pas par un Pape qui $'eſt totijours fait un ſcruple de 
conſcience d'accorder la moindre grace a mes prieres. 


Ceſt cependant ce Bret qui a donn& la force & 
le mouvement a routes les intregues, cabales, cor- 
ruptions & injures, dont le Comte de Kaunitz sefk 
ſervy pour gagner trois ou quatre voix, & troubler 
Funion du Chapitre qui avoit parti dans la Poſtula- 
tion dudit. Cardinal a la Cha Smale, ce qui na 
pas empeſche neantmoins, que Ja = rande & 1a 
plus conſiderable partie ne fe ſoir declaree en fayeur 
dudic Cardinal, & ne air proclame. 


Ceſt enfin certe- conduite du Pape, & tout ce que 
je'viens de vous Ecrire, qui porte les affaires de 
I'Europe a.unc guerre generale, qui donne au Prince 
dOrange la hardiefle de faire tout ce qui peut mar- 

un defſein forme daller- atraquer le Roy d An: 
gleterre dans ſon propre Royaume, de prendre pour 
etexte dune enterpriſe 11 hardie le maintien de la 
Religion Proteſtante, ou pliitoſt Iextirpation de la 
Catholique, & le. renverlement entier de 1a Monar- 
chie: Qui donne a ſes Emiſlaires & aux Ecrivains 
de Hollande linfolence de traitter de ſuppoſition la 


Naiflance. du Prince de Galles, d'exciter les Ys 
u. 
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du Roy de la grande Bretagne a la revolte, & { 

valoir de la neceſſire ou me mettenc la partnalirs 
du Pape & les violences de la Cour de Vienne con- 
tre le Cardinal de Furſtemberg, 6 la plus faine par- 
tie du Chapitre de Cologne, a faire avancer mes 
rroupes pour leur donner tout le ſecours & la pro- 
rection dont ils peuvent avoir beloin pour ſe main- 
tenir dans leurs droits & dans leurs liberts. 


Sa Saintete peut bien croire auſſi, que quelque at- 
rachement que jaye, & ; or jauray tolyours pour 
le ſaint Siege, je ne puis plus mempelcher de lepa.- 
res la qualire de Chef de I'Egliſe, decelle dun Prince 
remporel, qui &pouſe ouvertement les intereſts des 
Ennemis de ma Couronne : Que lobligation queelle 
m'impoſe, ne me page 225 dattendre de fa part 
aucune juſtice ſur les differends qui me regardent : 
Que je ne puis plus le reconnoitre pour Mediateur 
des conteſtations qu'a fait naiſtre la- ſucceſſion Pa- 
latine entre ma Belle-ſorur & la Maiſon de Neu- 
bourg : Que je ſcauray bien faire rendre a cette 
Princeſle la -aftice qui luy eſt due, par les moyens 
que Dieu m'a mis en main contre les violentes u- 
furpations de T'Ele&teur Palatin: Que dailleurs je 
ne pretens pas laifler plus long-temps le Duc de 
Parme mon allis, depotulle de ſes Erats de Ca- 
ſtro & de Ronciglione, dans leſquels i] doit eſtre 
retably, en execution de article premier du Trai- 
te de Piſe, dont je ſuis garant. Ainſt je veux, 
que pour ne Jaifler a Sa Saintere aucun licu de dou- 

ter 
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of Great Britain to a Revolt, and to take advantage of 
the neceſſity I lie under, by the Pope's Partiality, and 
the Violences of the Court of Yzema againſt the Cardi- 
nalof Fur/temberg, and the moſt conſiderable part of the 
Chapter of Cologne, to cauſe my Troops to adyance for 
the affording them all the Succor and ProteCtion they 
may ſtand in need of, for the maintenance of their Rights 
and Liberties, 


His Holineſs may likewiſe be well aſſured, that what- 
ſoever reſpett I have, and always ſhall have for the 
Holy Sea, I” cannot now forbear any longer to diſtin- 
guiſh his Quality of Head of the Church from that of 
Temporal Prince, who openly eſpouſes the Intereſts of 
the Enemies of my Crown; that the obligation he im- 
poles on me does not permit me any longer to expect on 
his part any juſtice in relation to the _ Differences that 
concern me: That I cannot any longer look upon him 
as a Mediator of the Conteſts which the Succeſſion tor 
the Palatinate has raifed between my Siſter-in law and 
che Houſe of Newbourg: Thit I well know how to do 
chat Princeſs the Juſtice which is due to her; againſt the 
violent Uſurpations of the EleCtor Palatin, by the means 
which God has put into my hands: That beſides I do 
not pretend to leave any longer the Duke of Parma my 
Ally , deprived of his States of Caſtro and Roncig/ione, 
wherein he ought to be reeſtabliſhed , by execution of 
the ficſt Article of the Treaty of Pz/a, whereof I am © 
Guarintee. Alfo I will, that not to leave his Holmels 
any opportunity of making any doubr of the A 
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he has forced me to take, you would demand of 
him in my name, that he immediately reſtores the 
Duke of Parma to the -Poſlcſſion of his States of Caſtro 
and Rewciglione, as it is agreed by the faid firſt Articles, 
letting him know, that upon the leaſt delay he ſhall 
make herein, I will cauſe my Troops to enter 1raly, 
and to remain there till this Prince my Ally ſhall be re. 
ſtorcd to the perfe&t enjoyment of his ſaid Dominions 
and that I ſhall at the ſame time take poſſeſſion of the 
Ciry of Avignon, either to reſtore it to his Holineſs at- 
ter "the. entire execution of the Treaty of Piſa, or 'to 
derain it, and givethe ſaid Duke of Parma the value for 
which it was engaged, deduCting the Intereſts and Da- 
mages he may ſuffer by being any longer deprived of the 
enjoyment of his ſaid States. | 


That I ſhall continue in the mean time to pive the 
Cardinal , of Furſtemberg,, and the Chapter of Cologne, 
all the Prote&ion they may ſtand in need of for the 
preſerving their -Rights, without refuſing my Siſter-in- . 
law the Succors that ſhalk be neceſlary tor her, for the 
recovery of what belongs to her of the Succeflion of the 
Ele&ors Palatin both Father and Brother. 


I am very confident that all the Princes and States 
of Chriſtendom, who ſhall conſider without Paſſion the 
Condu@ which the Pope has uſed towards me fince his 
Promotion to the Pontificate, and beſides ſhall rake no- 
tice of the care and carneſtneſs I have always had ro 
gain 
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ter de la reſolution quElie ma oblige de prendre, 
yous luy demandiez ea mon nom, quElle fafle in- 
ceſſamment remettre ledit Duc de Parme en pol- 
ſeflion de ſes Etats de Caſtro & dz Ronciglione, 
comme 'il 'eſt ſtipule par ledit premier article , 
luy declarant quau , moindre retardement quElle 
Y apportera , je feray cntrer mes troupes en Ita- 
ie ,- pour y demeurer, julqu' a c2 que ce Prince mon 
alli: ſoit rentre dans la joliiflance de ſe{dirs Eats; 
& que je me mettray dans le meſine temps en pol- 
ſeſſion de la ville d Avignon, ſoit pour la rendre a 
Sa . Saintete, apres Tentiere execution du. Traits de 
Piſe,. ou pour la retenir, & donner audit Duc de 
Parme le prix pour lequel elle a eſte engagee , en 
deduction des intereſts & des dommages qu'il pour- 
roit ſouftrir d'une plus, longue privation de leſdits 


Eracs. 


Que je continueray cependant a donner au Car- 
dinal de. Furſtemberg & au Chapitre de Cologne, 
toute la :protection dont ils pourront avoir belgin 

ur la manutention de leurs droits, {ans refuſer a 
ma Belle-ſocur le ſecours qui luy ſera neceſlaire, pour 
le recouyrement de' ce qui luy appartient de la ſuc- 
cellion des Electeurs Palatins ſes Pere & Frere. 


Je m'aſſtire que tous les Princes & Erats de la 
Chretients, qui conſidereront ſans paſſion la con- 
duire que le Pape a tenue envers moy depuis ſon ele- 
vation au Pontificat, & qui connoitront d'ailleurs les 

D ſoins 


F-( '  ſoins & les impreſſemens que jay totyours eu 4 re- 

= chercher ſon amitic, tout ce que jay fait pour- le 

© | bien & Vavantage de noſtre Religion, mon attache- 

ment ſincere & ma veneration pour le faint Siege, 

mon application a maintenir le repos de I'Europe, 

| {ans me prevaloir des conjonCtures favorables & de 

la puillance que Dieu m'a. mile en main, $'etonne- 

-  ronr pliitoſt, que Jaye fouffert tant d'injures & de 

mauvais traitemens de la Cour de Rome, & que 

jaye Jaifle en meſme temps agrandir IEmpereur con- 

tre routes les regles d'une bonne Politique, que de 

la juſte prote&tion que je ſuis relolu de donner a des 

Princes & a un Chapitre, que le __ & lI'Empereur 

veulent d&pouiiller de leurs poſſeflions 8& de leurs 

droits, contre toute juſtice, & ſeulement a cauſe 

. qu'ils les croyent reconnoiflans des marques qu'ils ont 

rotjours recties de mon eftime & de mon affeQion, 

Je luis melme perſuade que 1 le Pape fait de ſerieules 

reflexions ſur ce que je vous Eris, il tombera d'ac- 

cord en lui-meme, que ma patience ne pouyoit aller 

plus loin ſans bleſſer ma reputation, & qu'il ne doit 

\ imputer qu'a ſa partialite, & aux conleils que lui 

; ont donns< les Ennemis de ma Couronne, tous les 

malheurs que peut cauler la neceſſite on! il me met 

de faire palſer des troupes en Iralie, & de. maintenir 
les droits & les libertes du Chapitre de Cologne. 


Mais parce que je may pas lieu deſperer que ce 
| que je vous &cris faſſe changer de ſentiment au a 
(il je yous ordonne de yo apres voltre audience cha- 
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gain his good will, all that I have done for the good 
and adyantage of our Religion, my ſincere affe&tion and 
veneration for the Holy Sea, my carneſt endcavours to 
preſerve, the Repoſe of Europe, withour taking advan- 
rage of thoſe favourable Conjunctures and the Power 
which God has put into my hangs, will rather admire 
that I have endured ſo many Injuries and ill Treatments 
from the Court of Rome; and that I have at the ſame time 
permitted the Emperor to grow Great, contrary to all the 
Rules of good Politicks, than at the juſt Protection 
which I am reſolved to give thoſe Princes, and to a 
Chapter, which the Pope and Emperor would deprive 
of their Rights and Poſleſſions, contrary to all Juſtice, 
and only becauſe they believe them ſenſible of the marks 
they have always received of my eſteem and affeCtion. 
And I am verily perſuaded, thar if the Pope ſhall ſeri- 
ouſly refle&t on what I write to you, he will be fully ſa- 
tisficd that my Patience could not laſt any longer, with- 
out injuring my Reputation, and that he ought only to 
- impute to his Partiality, and ro the Counſels given him by 
the Enemics to my Crown, all the Misfortunes that may 
be occaſioned by the neceſſity he puts upon me to cauſe 
my Troops to enter /taly, and to maigtain the Rights and 
Liberties of the Chapter of Cologne, 


Bur becauſe I have no preat reaſon to expeCt that 
what I now write to you, ſhould make the Pope change 
his Sentiments, I order you, after your/ Audicnce, ro 
make a viſit to every one of the Cardinals, and to 
leave with them a Copy of my Lerrer, that fo they 

2 may 
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f | may make their Refletions upon the Conſequences of 
4 ſo important an Aﬀair, and in which the Sacred College 


t has ſo great Intereſt. 


. ſereupon I pray God, my Couſin, to preſerve you. 


Given 'at Verſailles the Sixth of September, 1688. 
Signed LEW 71S: and underneath 


COLBERT. 
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cun des Cardinaux, & de leur laifſer copie de ma 
Lettre, afin qu'ils faſſent auſſi leurs reflexions ſur 
les ſuites dune affaire 1 importante, & a laquelle le 
ſacre College a un fi notable intereſt, Sur, ce je prie 
Dieu quil vous air, Mon Couſin, en fa fainte & 
digne garde. 


Ecrit a Verſailles le 6. Septembre 1688. Signe 
LOUIS. Ec plus bas, 


COLBERT. 


